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to town in the rear of the long procession that
carried the commandeered Spanish gold.

The plot thickened fast; for England was now
on the brink of war with France over the secret
aid Englishmen had been giving to the Huguenots
at La Rochelle. But suddenly Elizabeth was
all smiles and affability for France. And when
her two great merchant fleets put out to sea, one,
the wine-fleet, bound for La Rochelle, went with
only a small naval escort, just enough to keep
the pirates off; while the other, the big wool-
fleet, usually sent to Antwerp but now bound for
Hamburg, went with a strong fighting escort of
regular men-of-war.

Aboard this escort went Francis Drake as a
lieutenant in the Royal Navy. Home in June,
Drake ran down to Tavistock in Devon; wooed,
won, and married pretty Mary Newman, all
within a month. He was back on duty in July.

For the time being the war cloud passed away.
Elizabeth's tortuous diplomacy had succeeded,
owing to dissension among her enemies. In the
following year (1570) the international situation
was changed by the Pope, who issued a bull
formally deposing Elizabeth and absolving her
subjects from their allegiance to her. The French